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FOBO - Fear of Being Ordinary  
 

Who are we? We are children of God through our faith in Jesus Christ 

 

***It’s important to know who we are, because our purpose is built into our identity. 
 

What is our eternal purpose? God’s eternal purpose for us is to enjoy Him forever 

What is our universal earthly purpose? God’s universal earthly purpose for us is to glorify Him 
 

What does it mean to give God glory? 

• When we make God look good; when we put God on display with our behavior. 

• When the things we do, say, and think, show that we are different from the crowd.  

• Our behavior reflects what the Bible says. 

 
This world system is a training ground for boredom in our routine/everyday lives, which can lead to 

discontent and a complaining attitude. 

 

Solomon looked at life through 2 lenses – 1) worldliness and 2) pointlessness/meaningless 

• He was focused on the temporary, horizontal level (Ecclesiastes 1-11) 
 

   

In Chapter 12-13, He turned it around  

• The whole point of my existence is to take God seriously and fear God, to keep His commandments, 

and then to discover meaning and purpose for life 

 

 

 

AOF – Area of Freedom – Freedom of activity within prescribed limits 

And the 4 questions we should ask: 
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Principles – Area of Freedom (A of F) 
 

1 Corinthians 6:12 TLB - I can do anything I want to if Christ has not said no, but some of these things 

aren’t good for me. Even if I am allowed to do them, I’ll refuse to if I think they might get such a grip on me 

that I can’t easily stop when I want to. 
 

1) Everything may be legitimate for me, but is it helpful? Physical or spiritual 

 
2) Will this have power over me? Seek His Kingdom and His priorities 

 

1 Corinthians 8:13 TLB - So if eating meat offered to idols is going to make my brother sin, I’ll not eat 
any of it as long as I live because I don’t want to do this to him. 

 

3) Does it hurt someone?  If it does, we violate “brother’s keeper” 

 
1 Corinthians 10:31 TLB - Well, I’ll tell you why. It is because we must do everything for the glory of 

God, even our eating and drinking. 

 
4) Does it glorify God? To make Him look good 

• 1 Phil 2:12:17 – Stars don’t have to try to shine, they just shine 

 

***Identity Drives Purpose 

 

What type of faith do I have? Childlike or Childish 

 

Childish faith  

1 Corinthians 13:11 NIV – When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 

child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 

• Focus on self – demanding and self-centered 

• God should shield me from all difficulties  

• God should make me comfortable 

 
Childlike faith 

Luke 18:15-17 NIV – 15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When 

the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell 

you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 

• Focus is on God 

• God will use my circumstances for His glory and for my growth 

1. God uses our difficulties to make us better; stronger; builds character 

• Count it all joy… James 1 

2. God makes us Holy (happy is a by-product of Holiness) 
3. I am a child of God, therefore, I should live like a child of God 

4. Like God – who is always kind, good, gentle –  

• because who God is always matches up with what He does – Not us- God is consistent; 

us – not so much 
 

Faith enables us to submit to God’s sovereignty 
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Hebrews 10:26 AMPC – 36 For you have need of steadfast patience and endurance, so that you may 

perform and fully accomplish the will of God, and thus receive and carry away [and enjoy to the full] what is 

promised. 

 

Our lenses should be – 1) Patience and 2) Endurance 

 

• Patience is waiting without worrying 

• Endurance is to persevere – don’t give up or give in 

• All the things that I, the Lord, promise I will give it to you by faith 

• People will promise and when they don’t come through, they’ll say, “Oh well, things change…” 

 

Psalm 39:6 AMPC – 6 Surely every man walks to and fro—like a shadow in a pantomime; surely for 

futility and emptiness he is in turmoil; each one heaps up riches, not knowing who will gather them. 
 

   
Worldly perspective 

• We’re like actors on a stage 

• Each morning we get up and we have lines to repeat 

• The sun is like a curtain – the sun signals to us the start a new day; the curtain has risen 

• Each time we repeat our lines = we make a decision 

• What drives our decisions is the key (our cue) = our circumstances (maybe our job) 

When the sun goes down, the curtain goes down 

 
Biblical perspective  

• Or, are we seeing our role in life 

• God is the Great Director 

• Psalm 139:16 TLB – You saw me before I was born and scheduled each day of my life before I 

began to breathe. Every day was recorded in your book! 

We can know and enjoy God’s goodness and wisdom as we go through our repetitive activities in life 
 

Several things are happening to us and for us: 

• Our Character is formed 

• Our Faith is strengthened  

• Our Hope is increased 

• Our Endurance is developed  
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We can wake up with a great attitude; saying, “Lord, thank you for a brand new day!” 
 

God’s system is the perfect system to use  

One day we may mess up! But with each new sunrise of each new day, we get another chance to better! 

 
We are learning qualities fit for a people that will be reigning with Jesus in Heaven 

 

God’s goodness – His character and His behavior 

Psalm 145:6-7 NIV – 6 They tell of the power of your awesome works— 

and I will proclaim your great deeds. 7 They celebrate your abundant  
goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

 

James 1:17 TLB – But whatever is good and perfect comes to us from God,  
the Creator of all light, and he shines forever without change or shadow.  

• shadows indicate evil 

 

1 John 1:5 TLB – This is the message God has given us to pass on to you: that God is Light and in him is no 
darkness at all. 

• Whatever comes from God, is good!  

• When He finished His creation, He said, “Everything is good” 

 

Galatians 4:4-5 TLB – 4 But when the right time came, the time God decided on, he sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born as a Jew, 5 to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law so that he could adopt us as his 
very own sons. 

 

Priest – he mediates between God and the people; he presents the people to God 

Prophet – he presents God to the people 

 
We don’t have to wait, we can… 

1. Draw near – it is an insult not to draw near; this is very expensive – it costs a lot to save us 

1 Corinthians 7:23 AMP – You were bought with a price [a precious price paid by Christ]; do not 
become slaves to men [but to Christ]. 

• You need to transform to the likeness of Jesus Christ  

• The separation was so huge, but you can draw near 

• Our daddy is perfect and He can only relate to perfection 

 

He made a whole bunch of promises to us 
2. Hold onto these promises  

1 Peter 1:3-4 NIV –3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 

• God’s promises are real and they will be fulfilled  

• Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, so He does not lie. He is not human, so He doesn’t change His 
mind. Has He ever spoken and failed to act? Has He ever promised and not carried it through? 

 

3. Encourage one another to do good works 

Hebrews 10:19-25 NET – 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 

sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the fresh and living way that he inaugurated for us through the 

curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw 

near with a sincere heart in the assurance that faith brings, because we have had our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure water. 23 And let us hold unwaveringly to 

Goodness 

Character Behavior 
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the hope that we confess, for the one who made the promise is trustworthy. 24 And let us take thought of 
how to spur one another on to love and good works, 25 not abandoning our own meetings, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and even more so because you see the day drawing near. 

 

Hebrews 10:19-25 MSG – 19-21 So, friends, we can now—without hesitation—walk right up to God, into 
“the Holy Place.” Jesus has cleared the way by the blood of his sacrifice, acting as our priest before 

God. The “curtain” into God’s presence is his body. 22-25 So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that 

we’re presentable inside and out. Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He always 
keeps his word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding 

worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day 

approaching. 
 

• Work together 

• Don’t isolate yourself 

• The Christian life is lived in relationship – the body of Christ should not be streaming church – 

church is where the people are (fellowship with the saints is important) 

o Streaming should be for those in the body who cannot make it to the house of 

worship and prayer  

• We can encourage one another with our presence 
 

We are reflectors (shining light) and projectors (ambassadors for Jesus Christ) – we have the gospel inside 

of us 
 

2 Corinthians 4:7 NIV – But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 

from God and not from us.  
 

John 13:31-35 NIV – 31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is 

glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I 
tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.” 
 

Identify with me and prove to the world who you are by how you treat one another 

 
Galatians 5:13 TLB – For, dear brothers, you have been given freedom: not freedom to do wrong, but 

freedom to love and serve each other. 

• serve one another 

• take care that you do not devour one another 

• Christians can be so mean to one another  

 

Saints, we have a lot of work to do 
The world is looking at us 

We need to be loving and working with one another 

 


